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Marking Policy  
RATIONALE 
Calder House School is committed to providing relevant and timely feedback to pupils, orally 
and in writing. High Quality Marking serves the purposes of:  
 

• Valuing pupils’ learning; 

• Diagnosing areas for next steps (providing information to the teacher on the success 
of his or her teaching); 

• Revealing to both students and parents the high standard of subject knowledge on 
the part of the teacher; 

• Evaluating how well the task has been understood and achieved. 
 
Marking should aim to be a process of creating a dialogue with the learner, through which 
feedback can be exchanged and questions asked; where the learner is actively involved in 
the process.  
 
Research shows that high quality feedback is the most important factor in pupils taking 
ownership over their own learning, so this policy is crucial for Calder House School, as we 
aim to create independent learners. 

 
AIMS 
At Calder House School, we aim to: 
 

 Provide consistency and continuity in marking throughout Calder House School so 
that children have a clear understanding of teacher expectations; 

 Use the marking system as a tool for ongoing assessment; 
 Improve standards by encouraging children to give of their best and improve on 

their last piece of work; 
 Develop children’s self-esteem through praise and valuing their achievements; 
 Create a dialogue that will aid progression. 

 
PRINCIPLES 
At Calder House, good marking of children’s work should: 
 

 Be positive, motivating and constructive – but honest; 
 Be at the child’s level of comprehension; 
 Not penalise children’s attempts to expand their vocabulary – especially as regards 

to spelling; 
 Be frequent, regular, and - where possible – done alongside the child to significantly 

increase the chances that the student will read your comment and RESPOND TO IT; 
 Relate to the Learning Objective of the lesson set but also relate to basic skills in 

English linked to handwriting, punctuation and grammar; 
 POSITIVELY affect the child’s progress; 

 Be consistent across all subjects. 
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At Calder House School, teachers: 
 

▪ Provide regular written and oral feedback to children; 
▪ Provide time in lessons to review work from previous lessons; 
▪ Make learning objectives explicit, so that marking makes sense to the child; 
▪ Involve children in the process from an early stage, hence the benefits of marking 

work alongside the student; 
▪ Use marking as a tool for identifying whether the child was clear about the 

expectations and objectives.  Marking is a brilliant opportunity to assess whether 
YOU – rather than the child – might, perhaps, try a different approach next time; 

▪ Use children’s work as exemplars 
▪ Mark class work alongside the child whenever possible;  
▪ Mark homework with equal rigour as that work completed in class; 
▪ Ensure constructive comments are always given - the aim is to be encouraging and 

positive.  
▪ Award merits for positive reinforcement; 
▪ Encourage children NOT to erase an incorrect answer, but, instead, to correct by the 

side of the incorrect answer or at the end where there is insufficient space. 
 

UNDERSTANDING OUR MARKING KEY (Child friendly) 
GREEN OR PURPLE PENS WILL BE USED: NEVER RED  

 
 AS for with adult support.  This is important so that everybody (including your 

parents) knows what you can do all by yourself, and where you needed a wee bit of 
help; 

 Sp. . . . Spellings will be corrected by the wrong word. Your teacher will not correct 
all your spellings for you: they will focus on the words they feel are most important.  
We will never punish you for being adventurous (and taking risks) with new words 
(WE LOVE IT WHEN YOU EXPLORE NEW WORDS!);  

 P . . .  punctuation in this place needs looking at.  TRY READING YOUR SENTENCE 
ALOUD TO CHECK, OR ASK YOUR WRITING PARTNER; 

 // . . . new paragraph is needed here because you have started something new; 
 A wavy line under a word . . .  your word choice doesn't quite make sense, or could 

have been better (use a thesaurus to look for another); 
 A dot . . . check this bit by reading out loud.  In Mathematics, a dot signifies an error. 
 ^ . . . a word or words is/are missing; 
 VF: This indicates that the child has provided verbal feedback. 
 Highlighters . . . this shows a great bit of work in relation to your WALT, and might 

earn you a merit! 
 Circled or underlined work, especially in Maths, will show you where your error is! 

 
WWW = What Went Well . . . 
(Your teacher will be precise and HONEST);  
 
EBI = Even Better If . . . 
(Try this next time to make your work even better, and get yourself a merit!) 


